
Connecting with nature, exercising, engaging with others, 
breathing fresh air. These are many of the reasons people enjoy 
paddling. The Village of Elk Rapids and Paddle Antrim worked 
together to design improvements to Rotary Park that all residents 
and visitors can enjoy. The design ensures all elements are 
universally designed/ADA compliant, so people of all abilities will 
have a quality experience. Paddle Antrim seeks to raise $902,200 
in private contributions and gifts from individuals, foundations 
and businesses by March 2023. Planned improvements include:

Improvements to 
Elk Rapids Rotary Park

• A nonmotorized launch, providing the first universally 
accessible route on the Chain of Lakes Water Trail 

• Improved parking and flow with designated loading/unloading 
zones, and trailer parking

• Fully plumbed restrooms with changing station

• Boat washing station to prevent the spread of invasive species

• Rain garden with native plants to control stormwater runoff 

• Safe travel to the existing boat channel on Elk River

• Visit paddleantrim.com/Rotary-Park for site plans and details
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Rotary Park Features
• Universally Accessible 

Kayak Launch 
• Improved parking
• Trailer parking
• Loading/unloading zone
• Restrooms with 

changing station
• Boat washing station
• Kayak rack
• Bike rack
• Rain garden 





Improvements to Elk Rapids Rotary Park

How Can You Help
Paddle Antrim seeks to raise $902,200 
in private contributions and gifts from 
individuals, foundations and businesses 
by March 2023. Once funds are raised, 
improvements will begin, and construction 
will be completed in less than a year.  The 
campaign will include fundraising from public 
and private sources.
 All gifts made to Paddle Antrim for 
this campaign will be dedicated to the 
improvements to Rotary Park and will also 
support Paddle Antrim’s programs and 
operations associated with developing, 
coordinating, and maintaining the water trail 
and the public use of the trail. Any funds 
raised beyond the project needs will be 
used to further Paddle Antrim’s mission and 
strategic goals.  

 Gifts of all sizes are appreciated and 
valued. We are honored to be able to offer 
recognition opportunities for gifts of a 
certain size associated with this project. Gifts 
of stock are accepted, as well as multi-year 
and pledged gifts of $10,000 or greater. 
Please consult with your financial advisor 
regarding the potential tax benefits related 
to your giving.
 The Chain of Lakes Water Trail connects 
people to nature and fosters fun outdoor 
recreational experiences that will nurture 
people’s physical health and mental well-
being. Your gift will also support the growth 
and health of the community and local 
businesses in communities Elk Rapids. Your 
gift will create a lasting impact on people 
and on the communities along the waterway.

Paddle Antrim 
Paddle Antrim is a non-profit organization, founded in 
2014, with a mission to protect water resources in the 
Chain of Lakes in Northern Michigan by using paddle 
sports to connect people to these waterways. Through 
stewardship, education, improved water trail access, 
and promotion of our waterways we will increase water 
resource protection and enhance the economic vitality 
of the region. 
 We believe when people are engaged and active 
on the water, they will care about it and will voluntarily 
work to protect water quality and address negative 
impacts such as erosion, sedimentation, and aquatic 
invasive species. 
 The Chain of Lakes Water Trail provides over 
100 miles for paddlers to explore. It is one of only 
nine state-designated water trails and the only one 
in Northern Michigan. Paddle Antrim proudly hosts 
the Chain of Lakes Water Trail and is committed to 
providing access and providing quality opportunities 

on the water while protecting our lakes and rivers for 
future generations. Elk Rapids Rotary Park is a key 
trailhead on the Chain of Lakes Water Trail.
 Paddle Antrim completed the Chain of Lakes 
Water Trail in 2021, received statewide designation, 
raised over $275,000 and continues to coordinate 
with 20 different access site owners to maintain the 
trail.  The planned improvements at Rotary Park in 
Elk Rapids build off the work completed to date and 
are a component of Paddle Antrim’s strategic goal to 
improve access to the water trail for all people.

Get Involved Today
Contact Deana Jerdee, Paddle Antrim’s Executive 
Director at 231-492-0171 or deana@paddleantrim.com 
if you would like to learn more, meet face-to-face, share 
advice or ideas about your desired experiences along 
the waterway, or to discuss giving opportunities.


