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Dear Friends, 

2019 was a great year! Thanks to our amazing  
supporters like you we achieved our goal of $275,000 to 
launch the Chain of Lakes Water Trail. This water trail is a 
great example of amazing collaboration between access 
site partners, funders, stewardship groups, and other 
champions. We are grateful for each person and  
organization who helped make this happen. Stay tuned as 
we are now currently working hard on implementation to 
open the Chain of Lakes Water Trail this year!  

Looking back, in our first five years, Paddle Antrim has 
done some amazing things and we are so glad you are a 
part of it! To date, we have engaged over 1,000 
individuals out on the water with over 40 events, 
including a record number of paddlers at this year’s 
Paddle Antrim Festival. Through revenue earned at those 
events, we have been able to assist 22 conservation and 
access to nature projects in our region through our Ripple 
Effect Mini-Grant Program. Through this all, we will 
continue to work to protect these waterways that we 
treasure and improve access to share them with others.  

We are grateful for our engaged board, committed 
volunteers, generous donors, loyal partners, passionate 
paddlers and advocates!

While 2020 is looking a little different, I look forward to
connecting with you and celebrating the opening of the 
Chain of Lakes Water Trail.  

Warmest Regards, 

Deana  

Deana Jerdee
Executive Director
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Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

Get on our e-news list:
paddleantrim.com/newsletter-signup

Mission
Paddle Antrim protects our water resources by using paddle sports to connect people to our waterways. Through 

stewardship, education, improved water trail access, and promotion of our waterways we will increase water 
resources protection and enhance the economic vitality of the region.

Letter From Our Director
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Chain of Lakes Water Trail
We are so excited to launch the Chain of Lakes Water 
Trail in 2020. We are grateful to all of the donors who 
helped us meet our capital campaign goal in 2019 
and are moving forward with the next steps to launch 
the water trail.

This year, Paddle Antrim will install signs at each  
approved access site on the Chain of Lakes Water 
Trail, providing almost 100 miles of water trail for  
paddlers to experience. In addition to signs, we are 
creating a waterproof paddler guide to assist  
paddlers out on the water. Lastly, we are updating our 
website and developing other marketing materials to 
help share this incredible resource with residents and 
visitors.

Stay tuned as we work to create an incredible trail  
experience on the Chain of Lakes and hope you will 
join us later this year as we celebrate its opening and 
join us out on the water!  

Thank you to our major Thank you to our major 
Campaign donorsCampaign donors

$25,000 or more$25,000 or more
Michigan Department of Michigan Department of 
	 Agriculture and Rural Development	 Agriculture and Rural Development
Rosso Family FoundationRosso Family Foundation
Rotary Charities of Traverse CityRotary Charities of Traverse City
The Consumers Energy FoundationThe Consumers Energy Foundation
The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley 
	 Foundation	 Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999$10,000 - $24,999
DTE Energy FoundationDTE Energy Foundation
Frey FoundationFrey Foundation
Chris and Merrie CorbettChris and Merrie Corbett

$5,000 - $9,999$5,000 - $9,999
Charlevoix County Community Charlevoix County Community 
	 Foundation	 Foundation
Grand Traverse Regional Community Grand Traverse Regional Community 
	 Foundation	 Foundation

Did you know our signs will Did you know our signs will 
provide more than just  provide more than just  
paddling Information?paddling Information?

• Trail map• Trail map
• Route difficulty and distance• Route difficulty and distance
• Access site location• Access site location
• Amenities• Amenities
• Safety topics• Safety topics
• Stewardship information• Stewardship information
• Points of interest• Points of interest
• Emergency contact• Emergency contact
• Community information• Community information
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PAddle Antrim Festival

Our fifth annual Paddle Antrim Festival in September 
marked our largest group of paddlers in the history 
of the festival. We welcomed 170 paddlers which was 
a 20% increase from the prior year. We enjoy seeing 
new and familar faces each year and love that word 
about the festival continues to spread year over year. 
With three days of community events and two days 
of paddling, our communities, sponsors, and over 80 
volunteers help make this great event such a success!  

Normally 42 miles – the route was shortened this year 
to 31.5 due to high winds and waves. Paddler safety is 
the highest priority during the festival, thank you to all 
participants for the support we receive when we have 
to make these tough decisions. We love the diversity 
of the paddlers who join us, from our relaxed paddlers 
who travel 7 - 9 miles to our more expereinced  
paddlers who make the entire journey. 

Paddling Classes and Events
Festival Statistics 

Worth Celebrating! 

50 Hall of Famers

17 Sponsors

170 Paddlers

88 Volunteers

4,400 Miles Paddled

Paddle Antrim 2019 
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2019 Financial Report

2019 Revenues
Foundation		  $70,530

Private Contributions	 $27,064

Sponsorship		  $20,000

Public Grants		  $18,400

Events			   $16,101

Merch/Other		  $1,092

Total			   $153,187

2019 Expenses
Programs		  $38,461

Operations		  $21,071

Fundraising		  $2,618

Total			   $62,149

Net Assets
Beginning		  $90,892

Change			  +$91,038

Change	in Assets	 - $1,648

Total			   $180,282

Paddling Classes and Events
MI Paddle Stewards Workshop

In partnership with Michigan Sea Grant, Paddle Antrim  
hosted a workshop with CAKE-CISMA to teach paddlers 
about aquatic invasive species. Due to slow speeds,  
proximity to the water, and ability to travel in most areas, 
paddlers are in a key position to identify and report aquatic 
invasive species. 20 participants learned about the dangers of  
aquatic invasive species, how to identify them, and how to 
report sightings through the Midwest Invasive Species  
Information Network, including an hour on the water putting 
this knowledge to practice. Thanks to funding through Tip 
of the Mitt Watershed Council’s Watershed Action Volunteer 
Experience, each participant received aquatic invasive  
species laminated cards to use in the field. To learn more go 
to cakecisma.org or report a sighting at misin.msu.edu. 

Community Paddles and Classes

During the paddling season, Paddle Antrim offers community 
paddle events and classes to get people active, out on the 
water, and improving their skills. 

Paddle Antrim hosts regular community paddles throughout 
the region to encourage paddlers to try new areas. In  
addition, classes are available for kayaking, paddleboarding, 
and canoeing and many include use of gear for those who 
may not own any yet. These classes are excellent for those 
who are new to the sport as well as those who have been 
paddling but never had any formal training.

Paddle Antrim 2019 
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ripple Effect Mini-Grant Program

We continue to dedicate funds earned through the Paddle Antrim Festival to our Ripple Effect 
Mini Grant Program for local projects that align with our mission. In the past five years we have 
awarded over $23,965 to stewardship, accessibility, and education projects in our region. In 2019 
we supported five projects. Three projects focused on stewardship initiatives in the region.  
Antrim Conservation District was awarded $565 toward the installation of a rain garden in  
Ellsworth in conjunction with the school’s Lancer Leap program. The Boardman River Clean 
Sweep was awarded $400 for equipment to host a clean-up on Torch River in August. The Au  
Sable Institute was awarded $500 toward installation of a greenhouse to grow their own plants 
for their REYS program which provides environmental education to 5th graders.

Two projects focused on improving access to local lakes. The Village of Bellaire was awarded 
$500 for continued development of a non-motorized boat launch at Richardi Park for the Chain 
of Lakes Water Trail. Disability Network of Northern Michigan in collaboration with Leadership 
Charlevoix County was awarded $1,000 toward development of a non-motorized boat launch at 
Ferry Park in the City of Charlevoix.

Mobile boat wash

CAKE-CISMA joined the Paddle Antrim Festival this year to continue to emphasize the  
importance of cleaning boats/gear before entry into a new waterway to reduce the spread of 
aquatic invasive species. They brought a mobile boat wash unit to the festival and boats were 
verified clean or washed prior to entering the Upper Chain and again before entering the Lower 
Chain.

stewardshIp
Paddle Antrim 2019 
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Thank you to all our donors, sponsors, and volunteers.  If you see an error or would like 
to be recognized differently, please contact us at 231-492-0171

Donors, Sponsors, and Volunteers
Thank you for helping us accomplish what we cannot do alone

Richard V. and Kimiko O. 
Williams

Gifts of $500 - $999

Daniel and Linda Cline

Edward Jones 

Edward Jones, Tom Shelder

Grand Traverse Resort & Spa

Tom and Betty Irwin

Jay’s Sporting Goods

Meijer

Frank and Jean Marie Moffa

Bruce and Kristin Moore

Megan Olds

James Quigel

Shanty Creek Resorts 

Tom and Lynn Spearing

Village of Ellsworth

Gifts of $250 - $499

Anonymous (2)

4Front Credit Union

Alden State Bank

Tim and Christina Bohnhoff

Chain O’Lakes Campground

Charlevoix State Bank

Johanna Cressy

Dockside Torch Lake  
Restaurant

Benjamin Dominguez Benner

Mike Eberhardt

EJ

Ellsworth Lioness

George  and Suzann Grazul

Trevor and Deana Jerdee

Parallel Solutions

John Rogers

Stobert Dental

Timken Company Charitable 
Gift

Torch Lake Protection Alliance

Whitewater Township

Laurence Yung

Gifts of $100 - $249

Benevity

Mike Bertram

John Bigler

Gary and Lisa Buczkowski

Kevin Case

Kelly Clark

Pat and Julie Donahue

Wade Dougherty

Lorraine Eklund

Ceri Faas

Kelly Ferguson

Cherie Fuss

Rich and Anna Hannan

Laura Hennessey

Andy and Janet Hickman

Pat and Sue Kelly

Gary and Sue Knapp

Lewis and Shelley Lake

Bill and Amy Locke

Gary and Sandi Muller

Rockey and Mary Paige

John Pearson

Bruce Pixler

Stephen Plaisted

Rob and Leah Pulver

The Steelcase Foundation

Tom and Rebekah Ann  
Shelder

Jim and Laura Shumate

Jannifer Stromberg

Kjell and Sue Svensson

David and Janice Swanson

John and Louise Wenzel

Connie and Jim  
Winter-Troutwine

Woody and Nancy Wright

Steve and Kathy Young

Art and Nancy Zelenak

Gifts of $25,000+

Rosso Family Foundation

Gifts of $10,000 - 
$24,999

Chris and Merrie Corbett

DTE Energy Foundation

Frey Foundation

Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999

Charlevoix County  
Community Foundation

Community Foundation - Elk 
Rapids Community  
Endowment

Community Foundation – 
Land Use Conservation and 
Planning Endowment

Short’s Brewing Company

Gifts of $1000 - $4,999

Anonymous

Blue Care Network of  
Michigan

Community Foundation

Clearwater Township

William and Phyllis Donberg 
Charitable Fund

East Jordan Family Health 
Center

Elk Rapids Rotary Club

Fischer Insurance

Jim and Diana Huckle

Jacobs

Frederick and Barbara  
Malpass

John Motil

Pearl’s New Orleans Kitchen

Sid & Esther Brown Family 
Foundation

Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council Wave Grant

Village of Bellaire

Village of Bellaire DDA

Village of Central Lake

Village of Elk Rapids

Village of Elk Rapids DDA

Gifts of $1 - $99

Cindy Babisz

Sandra Banducci

Heather Beem

Causecast Foundation

Roger and Lynne Caylor

Doug and Sue Coffin

Jeff and Patty Cole

Gary and Linda DeKock

Mary Faculak

Darren Gladstone

Michael J. and Mary Haley

Phil and Carol Heles

Wallace and Dolores Hibbard

Devin Hotchkiss

Mark Irwin

Bryan Jendretzke

Bob and Karen Kingon

Laurie Krauth

A.J. La Course

James Lagowski

David Lawicki

Tom Luidens

Steve and Shelley  
Misenheimer

William Mitchell

Mike Moquin and Julia  
Spalding

Joe Pixler

Vicki Proctor

Ernie Quigel

Christopher Schatte

Heidi Shaffer

Greg Sherman

Mary Theis

Mindy Theis

Jonathon Trionfi

David Varga and Barb  
Van Pelt

Laurie Vermeulen 

Paddle Antrim 2019 
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Thank you to all our donors, sponsors, and volunteers.  If you see an error or would like 
to be recognized differently, please contact us at 231-492-0171

Donors, Sponsors, and Volunteers
Thank you for helping us accomplish what we cannot do alone

Brenda Rust

Joe Rust

Sandi Saur-Stein

Holly Schlicker

Lindsey Selby

Irene Shooks

Richard Shooks

Sherry Steffen-Detwiler

Lori Strauss

Todd Strauss

Cheryl Sutton

Steve Sutton

Gene Utke

Victoria Utke

Dave Varga

Diane Verploegh

John Verploegh

Keya Wang

Karl Wittbold

Steve Young

Linda Yencich

Steve Yencich

Burt Young

Kathy Young

Kim Young

Art Zelenak

April Wilbur

Bob Wilson

Karl Wittbold

Jenn Wright

Steve and Linda Yencich

Burt and Kim Young

Melissa Zelenak

In-Kind Donations

American Rentals

Bailey Designs & Consulting, 
LLC

Butch’s Tackle & Marine

Dockside Restaurant Torch 
Lake

King Orchards

Thomas Mann

Michigan Trail Magazine

Matter of Taste

McCardel Culligan

Megan Olds

Paddles and Pedals

Ruthann’s Gourmet Bakery

Shanty Creek Resorts

Short’s Brewing Company

Jeffrey Smith

The Place

Mindy Theis

Village Market

Williams & Bay Pumping 
Services

In Memorium

(gifts made in honor of bolded 
name)

James Pavwoski (Judith 
Pavwoski)

Sally K. Pearson (John 
Pearson)

Honorarium 

(gifts made in honor of bolded 
name)

Megan Olds (John Motil)

Ronald Russell (Kalkaska for 
Peace)

Maxwell Stromberg (Jannifer 
Stromberg)

Festival Support

Antrim Conservation District

Antrim County Emergency 
Mgt.

Antrim County Sheriff &  
Marine Patrol

Bellaire Chamber 

Central Lake Chamber

East Jordan Area Chamber

Elk Rapids Area Chamber

Village of Bellaire

Village of Central Lake

Village of Elk Rapids

Village of Ellsworth

Volunteers

Antrim County RACES

Central Lake National Honor 
Society

Randy Anderson

Jim Barber

Prudy Barber

Avri Beach

Dan Bennett

Diane Bennett

Glenn Bier

Gary Chenoweth

Casey Clement

Jeffrey Cole

John Curtis

Pat Curtis

Linda Darnton

Steve Detwiler

Benjamin Dominguez Benner

Julie Donahue

Patrick Donahue

Diane Dowdall

Duane Drake

Kelly Ferguson

Dick Garcia

Debbie Gelderblom

Paul Gelderblom

George Grazul

Butch Hauser

Dave Hauser

Ann Hess

Andy Hickman

Janet Hickman

Bob Holtzmann

Sue Holtzmann

Devin Hotchkiss

Mark Huggard

Adam Jankowski

Carol Jankowski

Trevor Jerdee

Pat Jones

Namith Kennedy

Bob Kingon

Karen Kingon

Lewis Lake

Shelley Lake

Dave Lawicki

Denise Lawicki

Tom Luidens

Brad McArtor

Mary Michno

Karol Mikula

Pat Mikula

Jan Olach

Don Pams

Greg Parker

Judith Pavwoski

Lane Peterson

Vicki Phough

Pat Pierce

Maureen Radke

Dave Reck

Paddle Antrim 2019 
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Jim Bebak
Ray Bebak
Christina Bohnhoff
Tim Bohnhoff
Thaddeus Brown
Neal Carver
Dale Colaianni
Dave DeBack
Ceri Faas
Tim Faas

Linda Gamage
Susan Gardner
Debbie Gelderblom 
Paul Gelderblom 
Ken Hall
Eric Hancsak
Stacy Hibiske
Devin Hotchkiss
Michael Ingrody
Rick Kraai

Nicole Kudla
William Levinson
Patrick Longtin
Tom Luidens
Suzy McCain
Frank Moffa
Margaret Mountain
Laura Murphy
Don Nelson
Scott Nelson

Monte Oberlee
Daniel Ogren
William Ogren
Michael Ohmart
Brenda Pams
Gregory Quante
Kelly Quante
Jim Quigel
Jay Risk
Martin Sheill

Greg Sherman
Jeffrey Smith
Kjell Svensson
Kurt Torok
Mike Van Horn
Casey Walters
Mary Wise
Julie Witherspoon
Russ Witherspoon
Nancy Zelenak

Congratulations to the 2019 Paddle Antrim Festival Hall of Fame Paddlers who 
paddled all 31.5 miles of the allowed route in two days!
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