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New park in the works
State awards grant for waterfront park in Milton Township
BY SHERI McWHIRTER smcwhirter@record-eagle.com

Jun 10, 2018

KEWADIN — Officials in a small hamlet on the northern shore of Elk Lake have a big park project in
the works.
Milton Township recently received approval of a $295,000 development grant from the Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund to build a new public park on approximately four acres split between
the Elk Lake shoreline and an empty lot across the street. Among the many features at the coming
Kewadin Waterfront Park is an already-installed handicap-accessible kayak launch, the first of its kind
on the Chain of Lakes water trail and in all of Antrim County, in fact.
“It offers more access to a broader amount of paddlers,” said Deana Jerdee, of nonprofit agency
Paddle Antrim, which contributed to the cost of the kayak launch. Even paddlers without mobility
issues often use the special kayak launch because it helps increase stability while loading and avoid
tip overs, she said.
The new park in Kewadin will provide much-desired waterfront access for local residents, including a
state-sanctioned designated swim area with buoys, said Liz Atkinson, township treasurer. A recent
resident survey showed a desire for more lake access, she said.
“All we had in Milton Township were road ends for people to use,” Atkinson said.
Park plans call for an existing building — all that’s left of the old Water’s Edge resort — to be
converted into universally accessible bathrooms and an open-air pavilion with an observation deck on
an upper level. Also, the project includes planned beach enhancements, walkways, a shade pavilion,
interpretive maps, benches, picnic tables and a fire pit.
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Across the street workers are building a new parking lot for vehicles and trailers associated with the
public boat launch adjacent to the park.
Park planners are working on a push-button signal for a pedestrian crossing to provide additional
safety when park users cross from their vehicles to the waterfront area, said Todd Vigland, of the
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy.
The conservancy is a local nonprofit agency that helped the township not only with the grant request
for the park’s development, but also with prior state grants to purchase the land.
Atkinson said the park will be designed with a greenbelt of native plant species near the water’s edge,
as well as a rain garden in a current retention area near the boat ramp.
Funding for the approximately $60,000 kayak launch came from a number of sources, including
Paddle Antrim, Elk Rapids Area Community Endowment, Rotary Club of Elk Rapids and Rotary
Charities of Traverse City.
“We’ve had a lot of support,” Atkinson said.
Parking lot construction at the park is already underway, while bids for the building renovation are
expected to go out this year with plans for work to happen in the spring next year, said Lon Bargy,
township supervisor.

Tags

Construction

Transports

Sport

Economics

Kayak

Liz Atkinson

Building Industry

Launch

Parking Lot

Pavilion

THIS WEEK'S CIRCULARS

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS
http://www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/new-park-in-the-works/article_ae88d1a9-0f37-5649-b969-0184d88e4235.html[6/27/2018 10:20:33 AM]

Paddler

New park in the works | Local News | record-eagle.com

We're always interested in hearing about news in our community. Let us know what's going on!
Go to form
Go
form

RECORD-EAGLE PHOTOS

To view or purchase photos, visit photos.recordeagle.com.

OBITUARIES
MCCAULEY, Martin May 11, 1942 - Jun 18, 2018
Balentine, Gary
WILLIAMS, William Dec 21, 1930 - Jun 24, 2018
Stricker, Wayne
Michalski, David

MOST POPULAR
Articles

EEOC sues business behind TC restaurant
Burrito restaurant to open in Suttons Bay
Kalkaska's Dalton steps down
Fuel mix-up hits service station
Authorities: Man entered home, assaulted woman
Aces Wild: Yankovich hits two holes-in-one at Crown Golf Club
Gaijin restaurant closes

http://www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/new-park-in-the-works/article_ae88d1a9-0f37-5649-b969-0184d88e4235.html[6/27/2018 10:20:33 AM]

New park in the works | Local News | record-eagle.com

Teen airlifted after Fife Lake crash
'Little tsunami' hits Traverse City shoreline
UPDATE — Jury: Degroot killed, tortured father-in-law

First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.
CONTACT
INFORMATION
record-eagle.com
120 W. Front St.
Traverse City, MI 49684
Phone: 231-946-2000
Email: webmaster@recordeagle.com

SERVICES

SECTIONS
News
Sports
Community
Opinion
Obituaries
Photos
Video Gallery
Weather

About Us
Contact Us
Advertise with Us
Rack Locations
Manage my account
Submission Forms
Advertiser Index
Using the Record-Eagle.com
archives
Site Index

© Copyright 2018 Record-Eagle.com, 120 W. Front St. Traverse City, MI | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy
Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com.

http://www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/new-park-in-the-works/article_ae88d1a9-0f37-5649-b969-0184d88e4235.html[6/27/2018 10:20:33 AM]

